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1 UNODC (2013), World Drug Report 2013, UNODC, p.ix, Vienna: United Nations publication.
2 UNODC (2010), World Drug Report 2010, p.59. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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Introduction

3 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.30. Vienna: United Nations publication.
4 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.30. Vienna: United Nations publication.
5 A subset of opioids comprised of the various products derived from the opium poppy plant, including opium, morphine and heroin.
6 Government of India, Ministry of Shipping, “Maritime Agenda: 2010 – 2020”, January 2011, p. 6.
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Map 2:
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southern route

Sources and data

 

Interpreting drug seizure data
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Figure 1: 
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9  UNODC (2014). World Drug Report 2014, p.93. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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 This is occurring across several 

Drug types

10

support from UNODC. What these rapid assessments highlight is that the prevalence of cocaine and heroin use in West Africa is about the 

in West Africa”, 2013, p.4.
11 UNODC (2014), The Illicit Drug Trade through South-Eastern Europe, p. 74-75. Vienna: United Nations publication.
12
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13 UNODC (2014). World Drug Report 2014, p.x. Vienna: United Nations publication.
14

15 See the chapter on Oceania.

driven by the increased availability of heroin in parts of the United States, and the lesser costs for regular 

Sources of supply

 

 Again, it is unclear if there is any 
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16 UNODC (2010). World Drug Report 2010, p.62. Vienna: United Nations publication.
17 UNODC (2014), The Illicit Drug Trade through South-Eastern Europe, p.90. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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reasonable hypothesis to investigate is that globalisation increases opportunities for suppliers and retailers 
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Map 3:
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2. Afghanistan

Map 4:
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the south and south-east of the country.
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21  UNODC and Afghanistan Ministry of Counter Narcotics, “Afghanistan Opium Survey 2014”, p. 6.
22  UNODC and Afghanistan Ministry of Counter Narcotics, “Afghanistan Opium Survey 2014”, p. 6.
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Map 5:

23 UNODC and Afghanistan Ministry of Counter Narcotics, “Afghanistan Opium Survey 2014”, p. 6.
24 UNODC and Afghanistan Ministry of Counter Narcotics, “Afghanistan Opium Survey 2014”, p. 41.
25 UNODC and Afghanistan Ministry of Counter Narcotics, “Afghanistan Opium Survey 2014”, p. 40.
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Figure 2
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Map 6:

 Figure 4: 
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Table 1: 

Province 2012 % of 2012 Total 2013 % of 2013 Total

Nangarhar

TOTAL 73 100.0 61 100.0

28 Afghanistan, Ministry of Counter-Narcotics, “Afghanistan Drug Report 2012”, , p. 135.
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Map 7:

Figure 5:
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route, March 2014.
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Map 8:

Figure 7:
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Figure 8:
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 by using 

 Disaggregating adulterants by countries bordering 

35 UNODC (2011), The global Afghan opium trade: a threat assessment, p.147-152. Vienna: United Nations publication.
36

37 UNODC (2010). World Drug Report 2010, p.45. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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Vienna: United Nations publication

Map 9:
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40 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.ix. Vienna: United Nations publication.
41

Nations publication.
42 UNODC (2010). World Drug Report 2010, p.59. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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3. Pakistan

43

Vienna: United Nations publication.
44 UNODC (2011), The global Afghan opium trade: a threat assessment, p.28. Vienna: United Nations publication.(estimates for 2009)
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Figure 15:
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Map 10: 
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Figure 16: 

Map 11:
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Table 2: 

Province/Region/Territory Distribution (%) of no. of seizures

Balochistan

Sindh

Punjab

TOTAL 100 100

49

50
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Map 12:

51  

opium, hence the sum of both being greater than the total number of opiate users. 1.6 million people also reported non-medical use of 
prescription opioids in the previous year.
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Table 3: 

52

53

54

December 2014)
55 UNODC (2011), The Global Afghan Opium Trade: a threat assessment, p.37. Vienna: United Nations publication.
56

57
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59

 and the large 

 reportedly 

 As suggested 

No. Departing from Destination
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Figure 17: 

Figure 18:
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Figure 19: 

Table 4: 

Heroin seized in Sindh
(% distribution of no. of seizures)

Heroin seized in Sindh
(% distribution of amount (kg) of seizures)
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Map 13: 

nationals,
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4. The Islamic Republic of Iran

Figure 20:
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64 UNODC (2012). World Drug Report 2012, p.89. Vienna: United Nations publication..
65

66

67

68

69

70 UNODC (2009), Addiction Crime and Insurgency – The Transnational Threat of Afghan Opiates, p.28 
71 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.8. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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Figure 21:
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Map 14:

 The strengthening of borders 
at crucial locations along the route

 

77 UNODC (2014). World Drug Report 2014, p.24. Vienna: United Nations publication
78

Department of State, “International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR)”, 7 March 2012.
79

80

81 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.33. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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Map 15: 
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Province Number of Seizures Distribution (%) of amount seized

Bushehr

TOTAL 65 6187 100

Table 5: 

Figure 22: 
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Map 16:
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Nations publication.
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85

86

87

Nations publication.
88

89 UNODC (2014), The Illicit Drug Trade through South-Eastern Europe, p.14. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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Map 17:

90



54

91

92

December 2014).
93

94

, not only ships and container 

 

Destination region
Frequency of route 

detected
Seizure  Percentage of total heroin seized 

(outside the Islamic Republic of Iran)

Africa

Oceania

TOTAL 16 1,707 100

Table 6: 

Map 18:
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95 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.30. Vienna: United Nations publication.
96

97

98

99

face-of-illicit-drug-threat.html

Figure 23: 
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5. Middle East and Gulf countries
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100 MENAHRA (2012), “Assessment of situation and response of drug use and its harms in the Middle East and North Africa”. 
101
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Map 19 illustrates heroin seizures reported in the region between 2010 and 2013, with two prominent 
patterns. Firstly, ports and airports have clearly been important sites at which interdictions have occurred. This 
is in contrast, for example, to the situation in Pakistan, where many major seizures happen along roadsides. 
Between 2010 and 2013, according to the seizure cases for which information was available, the common 
mode of trafficking was by sea, accounting for two thirds of seizures by weight. The next most common modes 
were by land (19 per cent) and air (14 per cent). Consignments sent by mail accounted for less than 1 per cent 
of the overall weight of heroin seized. In terms of the number of seizures made, 74 per cent of those reported 
involved heroin trafficked by air and 20 per cent by land.104 

Numerous seizures have been made at airports in the region; various shipments destined for the region 
were also intercepted at airports in other countries. Although the amounts trafficked by air are small, the 
frequency is high and indicates the need for improved vigilance at airports. In relation to maritime trafficking 
opportunities, it is notable that most of the berths for trade and cruise vessels, including cruise facilities, 
passenger liners and ferries, dhows105 and small speedboats, are located within commercial shipping ports. 
This presents opportunities to traffickers and makes detecting and seizing drugs difficult for law enforcement 
agencies.

Secondly, Map 19 illustrates a clear cluster of seizures in Israel, southern Syrian Arab Republic and northern 
Jordan. It is unclear whether this suggests the existence of an integrated network of opiate trafficking, or 
results instead from a higher law enforcement activity. Some cases reported to UNODC have involved, for 

Table 7: Heroin seizures in the Middle East and Gulf region by country, 2004-2013 (kg)102  

Source: UNODC Annual Report Questionnaire (ARQ) and Database on Estimates and Long-term Trend Analysis (DELTA); Mini-Dublin group reports; 
Arab Bureau for Narcotic Affairs; documents of the 28th Arab conference of the heads of drug law enforcement agencies and Report forwarded by 
countries to the Council of Arab Ministers of Interior on efforts on combating drug trafficking in 2013, figures have been rounded.

102 Although Iraq did not officially submit information in its Annual Reports Questionnaire (ARQ), a report from a meeting of epidemiological 
experts in 2012 presented some limited data on seizures in the country. According to this report, hashish and opium were the two most 
commonly seized drugs between 2004 and 2013. Interim Report of the Inaugural Iraq Community Epidemiology Work Group (CEWG), 
8-9 May 2012, Baghdad, Iraq, Al-Diwan, J., Al Hemiary, N., Hasson, A., and Rawson, R.A.(available at: www.uclaisap.org/iraq/html/CEWG-
publications-reports.html).
103 Council of the European Union, Report to the Mini-Dublin Group by the Romanian Chair, “Regional report on the Near East”, December 
2014, (available at: //data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16959-2014-INIT/en/pdf).
104 UNODC Drugs Monitoring Platform (DMP) and Individual Drug Seizures (IDS).
105 Dhow is the standard name used to describe various different types of traditional sailing vessels with one or more masts used in the Red 
Sea and the Indian Ocean; See http://nabataea.net/ships.html

Countries 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Bahrain 1 1 14 32 9 4 8 1.7

Israel 68 140 92 136 303 392 471 18 130 52

Jordan 186 118 131 43 23 70 256 92 46 244

Kuwait 39 36 19 15 12 4 17

Lebanon 2 1 3 13 3 69 6 12 20 16103

Oman 4 4 9 23 30 14 98

Qatar 9 1 2 0 6 12 0.003

Saudi Arabia 53 0 40 41 60 56 111 51 17

State of Palestine 0.04 0.01 10.6 0.02 0.06 0.26 0.14 1.09 0.59

Syrian Arab Republic 6 25 7 110 47 102 51 92 38 28

United Arab Emirates 91 183 130 178 388 250 210 135 158 108

Yemen 0 189 0

TOTAL 357 481 375 759 878 981 1074 503 455 565
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 Syrian Arab 
Republic,

,  

apparent popularity

106

107

108

109

110

111 ANGA Report of 2013.
112

113 ANGA Report of 2013.
114

in various countries of the Middle East and the Gulf States.
115

“Regional report on the Near East”, 2012, p.39.
116 Converted from euros using the exchange rate in June 2012 – Council of the European Union, Report to the Mini-Dublin Group by the 
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Map 19: 

 and involved couriers having 
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Region of origin/ departure Number of cases

South Asia

Africa

Other

Table 8: 

Map 20: 
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Destination 
region

Number of Cases
Approx. % of total number 

of cases in region
Amount of heroin Approx. % of total 

amount seized

 

Africa

TOTAL 45 100 314.5 100

Table 9: 

 

5.2.1 Destinations

122

123

124

125
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Figure 25: 

127

128

129

130

131

132 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.33. Vienna: United Nations publication.
133

134

 The 

 Dubai and Abu Dhabi are global transport hubs for licit products and, as other hubs for licit trading in 
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135

pdf - accessed on 15 December 2014)
136

pdf - accessed on 15 December 2014)
137

138

139

140

141

142

 

 involving heroin destined for the Middle 

Date
Amount Mode of 

Departed From
Intended 

Destination
Information Source

 United Arab 

Nigeria

Dubai Police

Nigeria Dubai Police

Air Dubai Police

Dubai Police

Sea transport

Table 10: 



64



65 

6. South Asia

 are developing, 

143

144

145 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, Annex I. Vienna: United Nations publication.
146 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.27. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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Map 21: 



67 

 

 

148 According to the 2013 Annual Report of the Indian National Narcotics Control Bureau, regardless of changes in the overall volume of heroin 

2010 (note that this does not necessarily correlate to the total amount in circulation).
149 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.31. Vienna: United Nations publication.
150 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.31. Vienna: United Nations publication.
151

in Indian context”.
152 India, Narcotics Control Bureau, “Annual Report 2012”, p.18.
153

production of drugs in Indian context”.

Figure 27: 

Heroin Opium

0

500

1 000

1 500

2 000

2 500

3 000

3 500

4 000

Year
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013



68

154 India, Narcotics Control Bureau, “Annual Report 2013”, p. 5.
155 India, Narcotics Control Bureau, “Annual Report 2013”, p. 8.
156

157

158 Deepali Gaur Singh, “Afghan Women in the Diaspora: Surviving Identity and Alienation”, Centre for Non-Traditional Security Studies, 
NTS - Asia research paper No 4.
159 India, Narcotics Control Bureau, “Annual Report 2013”, p. 10.
160 UNODC (2011), The global Afghan opium trade: a threat assessment, p.108-109. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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Figure 29: 

Figure 30: 

Heroin cases Heroin seizures (kg)
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163 India, Narcotics Control Bureau, “Annual Report 2011”, p. 50.
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Figure 31: 

Table 11: 

164
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Arrests

  

 

166 India, Narcotics Control Bureau, “Annual Report 2012”,, p.1
167

offences.
168 India, Ministry of Home Affairs, Narcontrol: a journal of narcotics Control Bureau, March 2014, Issue 1.
169

170 Bangladesh, “Annual Drug Report 2013”, p.24.
171 Bangladesh, “Annual Drug Report 2013”, p.24.

Figure 32:
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Table 12: 

Date Amount Location
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179 International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR), 2014.
180 International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR), 2013.
181

  

Figure 33: 
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7. East and South-East Asia
 and is 

 Airports in Beijing, Shanghai 

182

183

184

185

186 Airports Council International (2011), “Cargo Volume: Loaded and unloaded freight and mail in metric tonnes”. 
187

188 UNODC (2014). World Drug Report 2014, Annex 1. Vienna: United Nations publication.
189 UNODC (2014). World Drug Report 2014, p.28. Vienna: United Nations publication..
190 UNODC (2010). World Drug Report 2010, p.50. Vienna: United Nations publication.
191

IDS database, reported by WCO).
192

2014.
193 Council of the European Union, Report to the Mini-Dublin Group by the Australian Chair, “Regional report on South East Asia and China”, 
October 2013, p.34. 
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Figure 34: 

Figure 35: 
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Figure 36: 

East and South East Asia Global Total
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Map 22: 
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Table 13: 

Table 14: 

194

195

196

2014.

Origin/departure 
region

No. of 
seizures

Amount of heroin Distribution (%)  
of no. of seizures

Distribution (%)  
of amount of heroin seized

South Asia other 

Africa

TOTAL 248 2,439 100% 100%

Destination
No. of 

seizures
Amount of heroin Distribution % 

of no. of seizures
Distribution %  

of amount of heroin seized

South Asia

Africa

Oceania

urope

TOTAL 58 424 100% 100%
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Table 15: 

197

198

199

200 Including both domestic and international aircraft passengers of air carriers registered in the country. Data obtained from the World 

201

Date Origin/ transit country Weight Number and nationality of arrestees

Malaysia

Malaysia

Nigeria

Thailand
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 Malaysia has also reported an 
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212
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8. Oceania

 heroin 

Table 16: 

Year
Proportion of heroin originating in 

South-East Asia (%)
Proportion of heroin originating in 

South-West Asia (%) origin (%)

213

process using acetic anhydride.
214
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Figure 38: 
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 Country 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Australia

TOTAL 194.5 513.5 609 1,090 429

Table 18: 

Map 23:
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9. Africa
Africa consists of several distinct subregions based on geography and other social, ethnic, historical and cultural 
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Map 24:

231 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, Annex 1, p.4. Vienna: United Nations publication.
232 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.11. Vienna: United Nations publication.
233

234 UNODC (2013). World Drug Report 2013, p.18. Vienna: United Nations publication.
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235

236

237 UNODC (2013), “Threat Assessment for Eastern Africa”. Vienna: United Nations publication.
238

239 UNODC (2014). World Drug Report 2014, p.27. Vienna: United Nations publication.
240

241
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Map 25:
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Sea routes to Africa

242

243

244
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246
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Map 26: 

Table 19: 

Date Amount Method Route



92

as in Afghanistan itself,

247

(Austria), 24 March 2014. 
248

Opium Trade and the Coping Strategies of Opium Traders”, p. 18.
249

Asian Republics. Vienna: United Nations publication.
250 Monitoring the supply of heroin to Europe, EMCDDA, 2008, p.5
251

252

Table 20: 

Figure 39: 

Date Amount Purity
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253

Table 21:

Date Country Location

South Africa Durban

Tanga Vehicle

Tanga Vehicle

Vehicle

Vehicle

Air
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Figure 40: 

Table 22: 
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Figure 41: 

 This does not, 

 

Land and air movements

255

256

257

258 Namibia, “International Narcotics Control Strategy Report” (INCSR), 2010. 
259

259

260

Eastern Africa 5%

South Eastern Europe 9%

West Africa 59%

Central Europe 9%

Middle East 11%
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 Perhaps the best evidence of storage in the region concerns the shipping of a 

261

262

263

264

265

266 Department of State, INCSR (2006), Volume I, p.504.

Table 23: 

Date Amount Method Route

October 
Air freight
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267

268

269

270

271

272

273 UNODC (2014), World Drug Report 2014, Annex 1, p.x. Vienna: United Nations publication.
274 UNODC (2014), World Drug Report 2014, Annex 1, p.x. Vienna: United Nations publication.
275 UNODC (2005), World Drug Report 2005, p. 133. Vienna: United Nations publication.

Map 27:
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Figure 42: 

Map 28: 
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277

278

279

280

281 International Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR), 2013.
282 UNODC (2014). World Drug Report 2014, p. 31. Vienna: United Nations publication.
283

284

Table 24: 

Date Amount Method Route



100

Figure 43: 

285

286

287

288

Table 25: 

Year Transportation From Seized in

air

Nigeria

air Nigeria  

Nigeria
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Figure 44: 

Figure 45: 
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293

048d5554ca16aeb780682f008)
294 UNODC Database on Estimates and Long-term Trend Analysis (DELTA), 1990-2011
295

296

West Africa”, October 2014.
297

298

299

300

301

302

303

Figure 46:

Unknown 63%

United States 18%

South Africa 2%

Cameroon 7%

Spain 10%
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304

being detected,
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10. Europe

305 UNODC (2011), The global Afghan opium trade: a threat assessment, p.57. Vienna: United Nations publication.
306

Figure 47:

Table 26: 

Rest of Western 
and Central 
Europe 31%

United Kingdom 
(England and 
Wales) 25%

Italy 17%

Germany 15%

France
12%

Country
Estimated 

number of users
From Seized in

 ARQ and World Drug Report 2014 

Opiates 
ARQ and World Drug Report 2014 

Opiates
ARQ and World Drug Report

Opiates
ARQ and World Drug Report 2014

TOTAL 774,810
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307 UNODC (2014), The Illicit Drug Trade through South-Eastern Europe, p.14. Vienna: United Nations publication.
308
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Figure 48: 
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312

313

314

315
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319

Figure 49: 

Unknows 7%
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Belgium 4%

Pakistan 61%

Kosovo
(territory) 1%

Netherlands 27%

Czech republic 5%
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Belgium 9%
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320

321

322 UNODC (2014), The Illicit Drug Trade through South-Eastern Europe, Vienna: United Nations publication.
323 DCSA, “Annual Report 2012”.
324

048d5554ca16aeb780682f008)
325

via large goods vehicles and Ro-Ro ferries”.
326

326

Figure 50: 

  

 

Kenya 43%

Cameroon 4%
Benin 6%

Nigeria 9%

Tanzania 38%
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Table 27: 

Year Departure Transit Destination Arrests Route

Uganda Spain

Benin Nigerian national

Slovenia

Burundi British national

327

2013.
328 Information provided by the Central Drug Service of Belgium, July 2013.
329

Table 28: 

Date Amount Method Route

Air 
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330

331

332

Figure 51:

Figure 52: 

2011 2012

Greece 29%

Tanzania 21%Uganda 16%

Albania 13%

Pakistan 8%

Kenya 4%

Cameroon 3%

Benin 3% Ghana 2%
Belgium 1%

Greece 31%

Tanzania 25%
Netherland 13%

Turkey 5%
Germany 3%

France 3% Belgium 2%
Spain 2%
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Kenya 11%
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West and Central Europe 4%
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South Eastern Europe 63%
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333

provided by the US DEA, 7 January 2015.
334

335

336 Information provided by Belgian Customs, March 2013.

Table 29: 

Date  Amount Method Route

The arrested person had reached 

national arrested
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337

stop in Spain. Information provided by Spanish Customs, April 2013.

Table 30: 

Date Amount Method Route

the Netherlands caffeine

Table 31: 

Country of 
seizure

Date
Transportation 

method
Departure  

(transit).country
Destination Amount

Netherlands

Netherlands

Netherlands

Netherlands

Netherlands

Netherlands
 

Netherlands

Spain

Spain
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Map 29:
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Table 32: 

Origin/transit region
No. of 

seizures
Distribution (%) of 

no. of seizures
Quantity of heroin Distribution (%) of 

quantity of heroin seized

South Asia

Southern Africa

North Africa

TOTAL 762 100 6348.5 100
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Map 30: 



115 

Table 33:

From the Middle East and Gulf countries

From Africa

Origin Destination

Origin Destination

Mali, Nigeria Netherlands

Morocco

338 Some have also stopped in West Africa – see Chapter 10.
339



116

11 . North America

  

, it is 

340 UNODC (2011), The global Afghan opium trade: a threat assessment, p.73. Vienna: United Nations publication.
341

342

343

344

345 US Drug Enforcement Administration, “National Drug Threat Assessment Summary 2014”. 
346

347

348 US Drug Enforcement Administration, “National Drug Threat Assessment Summary 2014”. 

Figure 53:
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349

“National Drug Threat Assessment”, 2014, p.8. 
350

351

Map 31: 

 By 

 This is echoed in 
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Table 34: 

Table 35: 

Date
Amount Mode of 

Seized In Departed From
Intended 

Destination
Information Source

Air
 

Services Agency

Air

Mail USA

Air
 

Services Agency

Mail
 

Services Agency

USA USA

Air USA USA

Air
 

Services Agency

Air USA USA

Air
 

Services Agency

Air
 

Services Agency

Date of Seizure
Quantity 

Point of Origin/ Transit
Smuggling / 

Concealment Methods
Source

 

 

 

 As previously 

352

353
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reportedly

Dutch nationals

354

355

356 Canada Border Services Agency.
357
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Table 36: 

Region of departure/ transit No. of cases
Distribution 

 (%) of cases
Quantity of heroin 

seized
Distribution (%) of 

quantities seized

Canada

Africa

South Asia

TOTAL 119 100% 1453.065 100%

USA

Africa

South Asia

TOTAL 236 100% 360 100%
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12. Responding to the challenges of the  
southern route

 Moreover, 

358

359

360 Europol, “OCTA”, 2011, p.12.
361 Europol, “SOCTA”, March 2013, p.8.
362
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strengthen their capacities to effectively prevent, investigate and successfully prosecute offences relating to 

363

364

face-of-illicit-drug-threat.html
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Annexes
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East Africa:

North Africa:

West and Central Africa:

Southern Africa:

North America

South America:

Central Asia and Transcaucasia:

Middle East and Gulf/ South-West Asia:

South Asia:

East and South-East Asia:

South-Eastern Europe:

Western and Central Europe:

Oceania:

365

Resolution 1244 (1999).
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